
Holy Family Primary School
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3 Aileach Road
Roll:  Full-time 60
Derry City    

BT48 0AZ
Nursery Opening Times: 9.00 am – 1.30 pm
Tel No:  
028 7126 7798

Fax No:
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Email:
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Website:
www.holyfamilyps.com
Twitter:
@principalhfps
Principal:     Mr G Matthewson
Chair of Board of Governors:    Mrs Carmel Doherty
Respective functions of the Board of Governors and the Principal in relation to admissions.  The Admissions Criteria will be applied by a Nursery Committee consisting of the Principal and three Governors, subject to the final approval of the Board of Governors.  

Prior to application, parents/guardians are advised to read carefully the Admissions Criteria as well as the Notes of Guidance with the application form.  All relevant supporting evidence must accompany the application form.  The Principal is available to meet parents/guardians who have any queries regarding the application procedure.
When considering which children should be selected for admission, the Board of Governors will only take into account information which is detailed on or attached to the application form.  Parents/guardians should therefore ensure that all information pertaining to their child and relevant to the school’s admissions criteria is stated on the application form or attached to it.  Examples of such information include whether the child is the eldest child/has brothers or sisters attending the school.
Admissions Criteria
Please note: It is the applicant’s responsibility to state clearly on the application form how the child meets the stipulated criteria.

Children who are not normally resident in Northern Ireland will not be considered for places until all children who live in Northern Ireland have been considered.  Furthermore, preference will be given to those applications that place Holy Family Nursery Unit as their 1st choice of pre-school provision.
The Board of Governors have determined that, in the event of there being more applicants than places available the following criteria will be applied, in the order set down, to select children for the available places.  

Admissions Criteria

1 Children from socially disadvantaged circumstances born between 2 July 2015 and 1 July 2016 who reside in the Parish of Holy Family or those housing developments opening onto the Buncrana Road, North of the Branch Road Roundabout (inclusive of Knockena, Woodbrook West, Woodbrook, Pinetrees and other roads opening onto the Buncrana Road but not inclusive of the Lower Galliagh Road).

2 Children from socially disadvantaged circumstances born between 2 July 2015 and 1 July 2016.  
Note: “Children from socially disadvantaged circumstances” means a child whose parent is in receipt of (i) Income Support or (ii) Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, or (iii) an award of Income Support which has been converted into an Employment and Support Allowance and the level of benefit remains the same, or (iv) Universal Credit.  When parents apply for places for their child on this basis they must have their Benefit Verification stamped by the Social Security/ Jobs and Benefits Office to confirm that they are in receipt of a qualifying payment.

3 Children born between 2 July 2015 and 1 July 2016 whose parent(s)/guardian(s) reside in the Parish of Holy Family or those housing developments opening on to the Buncrana Road, north of the Branch Road Roundabout (inclusive of Knockena, Woodbrook West, Woodbrook, Pinetrees and other roads opening onto the Buncrana Road but not inclusive of the Lower Galliagh Road) or children whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is currently a permanent employee of Holy Family Primary School and Nursery Unit. 
4 Children born between 2 July 2015 and 1 July 2016.  
5 Other children whose parent(s)/guardian(s) reside in the Parish of Holy Family or those housing developments opening on to the Buncrana Road, north of the Branch Road Roundabout (inclusive of Knockena, Woodbrook West, Woodbrook, Pinetrees and other roads opening onto the Buncrana Road but not inclusive of the Lower Galliagh Road) or children whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is currently a permanent employee of Holy Family Primary School and Nursery Unit. 
6 Other children. 

Sub-Criteria

(i) Applicants with “a child(ren) of the family” ** presently enrolled in Holy Family Primary School and Nursery Unit or children whose parent(s)/guardian(s) is currently a permanent employee of Holy Family Primary School and Nursery Unit.

(ii) Applicants with “a child(ren) of the family” ** previously enrolled at Holy Family Primary School and Nursery Unit for a minimum of two years.

(iii) Applicants who have one or both parents either deceased or currently experiencing a life threatening illness as verified by a consultant’s or a GP’s letter.

(iv) Applicants whose parent/legal guardian was a past pupil of Holy Family Primary School and Nursery Unit.

(v) Applicants who are the first child in the family.
(vi) Applicants who are in the process of a statutory assessment (i.e. Stage 4 of the Code of Practice).
NB   Up to 4 places (2 per class) may be allocated to such children.

(vii) Other children.

In the event of over-subscription in the last sub-criterion which can be applied then the selection for all places remaining in this category will be on the basis of the drawing of lots from the relevant sub-criterion.
All criteria will apply as at the closing date on the application form. 

If parent(s)/guardian(s) have any difficulty in completing the form they should consult the Principal.

Duty to Verify 

The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as it may determine to support or verify information on any applicant’s Application Form.

If the requested evidence is not provided to the Board of Governors by the deadline given, this will result in the withdrawal of an offer of a place.  Similarly, if information is supplied which appears to be false or misleading in any material way, the offer of a place will be withdrawn.

Waiting Lists

The school’s policy on the consideration of applications after the Open Enrolment Admissions procedures concludes on 25 June 2019, is available directly from the school.  Should a vacancy arise after that date, the above criteria will be applied to select pupils from our waiting list.

Applications after 1 September 2019
The same criteria will apply.

**
Please note that the term “children of the family” covers:

A child born to a married couple

A child born to a co-habiting couple 

A child of either of those people by a previous marriage or relationship

A child of a couple whether there is a civil partnership or not

An adopted or fostered child

A situation where, for example, a cousin is being brought up with a family

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) should note that if their child is seeking nursery provision 

for the 2nd year they MUST reapply.
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