
Welcome Back  

The governors and staff of Holy Family are delighted to welcome back all of our pupils for the new 

term.  We look forward to supporting them to continue their progress in their learning.  The staff of 

the school really appreciate the support parents give by ensuring regular attendance, punctuality, 

and homework support for our pupils.  We request that parents continue this excellent support this 

term.  

 

Nursery News  

Our nursery pupils are looking forward to welcoming Anne from Relax Kids to the  nursery.  She will 

be delivering a programme that will help the children to develop their confidence, communication 

skills and self- regulation.   

We are sure that this intervention will help our pupils now and in the future.  

 

Your Future – careers event  

Our P6 and P7 pupils took part in an innovative career event during January.  The event involved 

professionals from a variety of backgrounds giving clues to the pupils about the nature of the roles 

they perform.  Following this, pupils in teams, tried to name the occupations.  This was then 

followed by a question-and-answer session.  We thank Roxanne (BHCP) and the various 

professionals for supporting us with this event.  

 

 Credit Union Quiz 

Well done to all our pupils who took part in the quiz competition and a special word of thanks to 

Holy Family organizers Mrs. Parke and Mrs. Caithness.  

The pupils did exceptionally well with one of our teams achieving joint second place prior to a 

sudden death competition.  Congratulations to all.  

 

Super Attendance  

We know very well the massive impact that regular attendance in school has on a pupil learning and 

socialisation.  Congratulations to the 78 pupils at the school who achieved 100% attendance in term 

one.  Thank you to all the parents for their support and special thanks to Mrs. Parke for all her 

efforts.   

 

Visitors  

Holy Family staff work consistently hard to ensure that the best possible provision is always available 

for our pupils.  On 29th January 2024 we hosted members from the Education Authority Board so 

that they could witness firsthand the excellent provision in place for our pupils.   

Mr. Barry Mulholland (Chairperson), Rev Adams (chair of committee) and Mr. Jonathan Craig (chair 

of committee) observed nursery, EESU, nurture and primary one provision firsthand and the impact 

that this provision has on all pupils. 

We thank the Education Authority Board members for visiting us.  

 

Play at the Family  

While much of pupil learning at Holy Family takes place in the classroom, a lot also occurs outside.  

To support outdoor learning the school has invested a lot of time and money developing the outdoor 

environment.  Presently, two outdoor play areas are being developed for our P1 and P2 pupils.  We 

hope that this will allow these pupils to develop their physical learning and their teamwork.  Thank 

you to all for their support.  

 



Sacramental Development  

As a faith-based school, we are consistently supporting our pupils on their faith journey.  In February 

we look forward to our P4 pupils making their First Confession.  We wish all our P4 pupils every 

blessing as they complete this step in their sacramental journey.  

The times for the First Confessions are: 

5pm – Mrs. Kelly  

5.30pm Mrs. McBride’s class  

6.00pm – Mr. McLaughlin’s class 

Many thanks for Mis McCarron, Fr. Kevin Mulhern and Fr Paul Farren for organizing this.  

 

Nursery and Primary One application  

The closing date for applications for pupils starting Nursery and Primary One in September 2024 has 

now passed.  However, if any parents still have applications to make it is essential that they contact 

the admissions office at the Education Authority in Omagh (Tel: 02882411411).  Advice and guidance 

are also available from the school office on 02871267798.  

 

Holidays in this term 

To support parents with their planning arrangements, please note that the school holidays for pupils 

for the rest of the year are: 

14th – 16th February inclusive  

18th – 19th March inclusive  

28th March – 8th April inclusive 

6th – 7th May inclusive  

27th – 28th May inclusive  

14th June  

Summer holidays commence on 28th June 2024 at 12.30pm   

 

Sport at the Family  

The benefit of sport and physical activity to maintaining health is well recognized and at The Family 

we endeavour to ensure our pupils have plenty of sporting experiences and opportunities for 

physical activities.   

Our P7 classes are just about to commence a programme of weekly speed walks in preparation for 

our annual Derrymino when our P7 pupils will have the opportunity to walk to all the churches in 

Derry to find out about their history and contributions to faith development over the years.  

Our P6 and P7 pupils are currently taking part in the annual indoor football league every Friday after 

school.   

Our P6 pupils have just started a 10-week swimming programme at the City Baths.  This is part of 

their PE programme.  

Our P3 pupils are just about to commence their “Disney through football” programme delivered by 

IFA coaches while our P6 pupils will participate in a “reading through football” programme delivered 

by the same coaches.  

Our girls’ Gaelic team had a very successful day at their local blitz were they were successful in four 

out of their five games played.  This means that they will now progress to the Derry City indoor 

Gaelic finals on 1st March 2024.  

 

 

 

 



Internet Safety Day  

The rise in the impact of technology and the internet on pupils’ lives have brought many 

opportunities but also significant challenges. 

Many schools report the negative impact of the internet and technology on pupils’ concentration 

levels, socialisation skills and increased bullying.  

Internet safety day provides an opportunity to reflect with pupils how to use the internet and 

technology in a safe, responsible and beneficial way.  

We would request that parents take some time on 6th February to talk to their children regarding 

using the internet and associated technologies safely.  

 

Grandparents’ Day and Catholic Schools’ Week  

A huge thank you to all our grandparents who attended grandparents’ day recently. It was great to 

see you and our pupils really enjoyed seeing you all at mass and in the school.  You made their day.  

A huge thank you to all the staff at the school for their daily effort to support our children on their 

faith journey.   

 

Choir Development  

Holy Family has always had an excellent school choir and we look forward to developing our current 

choir even further. Accordingly, we invite all parents of choir members to a short meeting in the 

assembly hall at 5.30pm on Tuesday 6th February 2024.  The next public performance of the choir 

will be at 11am mass on Sunday 11th February 2024.  

 

Autism NI : Superhero week  

In recent years there has been an explosion in the number of pupils presenting with autism traits or 

an autism diagnosis.  The Autism NI organization provides support and advice for families with ASD 

members.  

Accordingly, we are taking part in the Autism NI Superhero week to raise funds for both Autism NI 

and the school. 

As part of the week we will be taking part in Superhero tasks/activities all week and holding a 

Superhero dress up day on Thursday 8th February 2024.  

 

House Teams  

The scores for the house teams are as follows: 

Foundation Stage/Key Stage One                                            Key Stage 2 

Twiggle       19                                                                    Hufflepuff    24.5 

Daphne       24.5                                                                Slytherin      38.5    

Henrietta    15.5                                                                           Ravenclaw   24.5   

Duke            21                                     Gryffindor    32.5  

 
Accelerated Reading  

The A.R. challenge has recommenced this term and we look forward to a very close contest again. 

 

We would encourage all P3-P7 parents to ensure their children are completing Accelerated Reading 

quizzes regularly.  To access any quiz, pupils can go to www.holyfamilyps.com and follow the 

Accelerated Reading link there.  

 

http://www.holyfamilyps.com/
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